
Truth to Power

We share a deep commitment to justice, equality and neighborly love.

Speaking to Public Policy
from the perspective of conscience and convictions

to increase the common good.



Truth to Power is a group of Montanans who speak to public policy from the perspective of 
conscience and convictions to increase the common good.  

We share a deep commitment to justice, equality and neighborly love.

Legislative Committees
• Session Committees
• Interim Committees
• Budget Committees
• Ad Hoc Committees
• and more.
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Overview of legislative committees

In session committees and interim committees deal with a particular issue area. 

All the members are assigned by majority leadership although legislators may request certain committees 
through their own party leaders , but are assigned by majority leadership.  

Chairperson and vice chair persons are designated by majority party leadership. A few committees which are 
created by law or constitution may have a different protocol. Having the majority is very powerful, thus the 
importance of every single legislative election.
 
There are 13 general interim committees, 
• 6 budget interim committees (i.e. Budget-Education, Budget-Human services, etc),
•  5 general administrative committees, ( Audit, Consumer, Finance, Information Techonology, etc)and 
• a few special committees which are created by a study resolution or specific legislation. 

Majority leadership appoints and determines the number of Republicans and Democrats,  The Environmental 
Quality Council was created by law and includes 4 public members which leadership chooses from 
applicants.
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Committees on leg.mt.gov

http://leg.mt.gov
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Interim committees

Interim committees allow legislators to study certain issues within their area over a 2 year period and write a  bill.  It comes out of committee and into the 
process with perhaps more information, study, discussion, and clout than an ordinary bill draft. Citizens can impact the final bill form by testimony and 
contacts with legislators. One would think these committee bills would be guaranteed to pass through the process, but that is not the case.
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Get involved

• Identify the committees you have an interest in following.
• Identify any committee members from your area or whom you 

may already know.
• Watch/listen and offer testimony virtually if you cannot attend 

in person.
•  If you wish to offer testimony, you have to sign up 24 hours 

ahead of the committee meeting. When you go on the 
committee's agenda page, there is a link to allow you to do that.
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When interim committees meet

Visit our calendar
on our website:
TTPmontana.org
or navigate to each
 committee’s website
also see the streaming 
schedule at leg.mt.gov

http://TTPmontana.org
http://leg.mt.gov
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 How do you know if its a committee bill? 
     leg.mt.gov 

Committee bills are more likely to pass. 
 Your advocacy on interim committees is 

more likely be effective

Laws and bills Reports on bottom of page “By Request Of” List

Why do you care if its a committee bill?

committee bills all bills

77%

23%

passed

32%

68%Failed

http://leg.mt.gov
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• Identify the committees you have an interest in following.

• Identify any committee members from your area or whom you 
may already know.

• Watch/listen and offer testimony virtually if you cannot attend 
in person.

•  If you wish to offer testimony, you have to sign up 24 hours 
ahead of the committee meeting. When you go on the 
committee's agenda page, there is a link to allow you to do that.

Bring a friend! Share what you find with a kindred spirit!

Call to Action


